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External Features: BL 110to 180 cm, TL 60 to 100 cm, SH 45 to 78 cm and
Wt 35 to 90 Kg. It has a large size, muscular and versatile body, wide head and
short legs with strong paws. The fur is soft and short, light buff in color which
becomes lighter under the belly. Body is covered with spots, or rosettes.

Biological Features: Leopard is active mainly from dusk to dawn. Adults
are solitary with territories of each male overlapping with those of several
females. Territories are strongly defended and marked on the boundaries
by piling dirt, pawing trees, leaving feces and urine. Main prey species are

wild goats and sheep, besides, wild pigs, different deer species, gazelles, small
rodents, birds and even insects are also taken. At times of short prey supply,
leopard might attack domestic animals and shepherd dogs. The animal usually
mates in February and after a gestation period of 96 days 1 to 4 cubs are born.
They seldom succeed in raising more than two cubs. Cubs remain with their
mother until they are 12 to 18 months old and remain together for several
months after. Longevity is 10 to 15 years in nature.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Leopard is very adaptable
and inhabits diverse habitats as mountains, steppes, forests and deserts in all
provinces of the country in low density.

Conservation Status: According to Iran Department of Environment
considers it as an endangered species. Poaching leopards and its prey species
and poisoning are major causes of its population decline in Iran. TUCN lists
it as “Least Concern” (LC) and CITES enlist it in Appendix II. However, the
Persian subspecies (Panthera pardus saxicolor) is listed as “Endangered” (EN)
by IUCN. Conservation of the species out side of the protected areas that
have lost their prey populations, need serious planning,
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