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About this book

Iran, owing to its large area (1,680,000 Km 2'), its mountains and plains,
forests and deserts, and its climatic variety is endowed with a diversity of
habitats and an abundance of species of animals and plants.

Among mammals this abundance is such that one is inclined to describe
them as a showcase of animals from the European, the African, and Asian
regions as well as endemic Iranian species. As an example, species such as the
Fat Dormouse, Badger and Roe Deer, whose range is in northern and
northwestern Iran, are European species; the Desert Hedgehog, Egyptian Fruii
Bat and the Honey Badger, which occur in the south and southwest, are African
in origin; the Palm Squirrel, Indian Gerbii, and Asiatic Black Bear, whose
distribution is in the east and southeast, bejong 1o the fauna of the Indian
subcontinent; and finally, the Persian Squirrel, Firouz’s Jerboa. and the Persian
Fallow Deer, are examples of Iran’s native mammals.

A total of 160 species of mammals (including marine species) have so far
been recorded in lran, and they doubtiessly comprise one of the most
interesting and diverse groups in the world. Among them is the Pygmy Shrew
which, with a weight of 2 grams, ranks as the smallest mammal in the world, and
the Blue Whale, the world's largest, which weighs up to 130 tons.

The taxonomy employed in this book follows that used in the two works
below:

1) A World List of Mammalian Species. G. B. Corbet and . E. Hill

2) Checklist of Paluearctic and Indian Mammals.  Ellerman &
Morrison-Scott

Species which the autfor has recorded in Iran for the first Ume are the
Greater Mouse-eared Bat (Myoiis myotis) in the Maku region of West
Azarbaijan, Risso's Dolphin {Gram pus griseus}, near Zarabad on the Coust of
the Sea of Oman, and the Smooth-Coated Otter (Luira perspicillata) in the Hur
- Al- Azim of the Khuzistam province.

Coloured iHustrations of 124 species together with distribution maps for
these are provided in this book. These Hlustrations were painted by Mr. Khosro
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