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Flesh Eating Mamnals

CARNIVORA:

The Carnivera stand fourth in actual numbers of living types
(species) being surpasseu by redents, tie even-toed ungulates and the
bats. In number of families they stand third. Six of the seven known
Tfamilies are represented in Afghanistar. The number of epecies are
distributed on the following basis according to families:

Cats (Felidae) 10 Mongooses (Viverridae) 2
Mustelids (Mustelidae) 8 Bears (Ursuidae) 2
Dogs (Caninae; b Hyaenas (Hyaenidae) 1

Owing to their different characteristics carnivores are able to
survive under varying conditiens and thus are widely distributed througheut
the country. Species distribution in the life zones of Afghanistan is on the

follewing basis:

Central Highlands: Species endemic to the Hindu Kush range are the ‘&Fow
Ieopard, .lynxand Pallas's oat. Wolf and.red fox are widely scattered in

most parts ef the hfgilands throughout the country alsc. Stone marten, ermine - -
and weasel are characteristic gustelids of this region.

Steppes: The Jungle cat, caracal and to some extent the desert cat are typical
of the steppes. Jackal abeuss here while the cormac fox occurs in isolated
pockets. Marbled polecat, giriped hyaeua, and red fox are other typical
residents while the badger is sometimes encountered. The common otter is to

be found along river banks ef this region.

Southern semi-deserts: This region does not have a widespread carniversus
distribution. Cheetah, jackal, Band fox, small ¥ndian mongoose and marbled
polecat together with the more abundantly distributed wolf and red fox occur

here,




Monsoon foresis: The leopard cat, yellow-throeted marten and the Asiatic .
black bear are species peculiar to the forests. The leopard, snow leopard,

wolf, jackal and common otter also inhabit this region.
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Panthera tigris virgata

(Linnaeus 1758)

Caspian Tiger
Local names:
Pashto abr

Dari abr

Distribution: The first written record of thé tige: is found in Babur's
memoirs..  Upon seeing the animel rcar Bagram; Babur orflored his soldiere

to stalk it. This inoident ocourrcd in March 1519 whilc Bebur and hie
companions were headed from Kabul to Bagram.

Aitchison,.1889 (in Hassinger, 1973) gives the following account of
a tiger kill. "On 19th January 1885 at our camp et Bals Murghab the body
of a feﬁalé tiger was'Brought to the General..." The tiger inhabited a large -
portion cf the Amu Darya and Mnrghab river basins prior to its decline in
these areas. Durlng the past 50 years it has only been recorded from the
river islands of Dargad and Imam Sahib in Takhar and Kunduz province of
northern Afghaniétéh. A tiger was last killed in the Dargad area about 20
years ago. They have however, not been seen during recert years.

In central Asia the tlger has only been preserved in the lower reaches
of the Amu Darya basin and along its tributaries near the Aral Sea. 714 aiso

occurs aleng the Caspian littoral of northern Iran.

Habitats: Below 1600 m. Reed beds, mountain taiga, swamps, mixed forests

traversed by rivers and sub-tropical forestis.

Status: Considered extinct in Afghanistan. In 1967 unmistakable tracks of a
tiger were seen along the Darked River (Kunhert, in Petocz, 1973). The animal
was believed to have come from the Soviet side of the border. No other

sightings have been reported during the past 30 years. Its decline is

attributed to over-hunting and extensive habitat destruction,
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Uncia unciz

(Schreber, 1976)
Snow Leopard
Local names

Pashto:
Dari: palang brfey

Distribut .ont Iﬁhabifs?thé north-easterr. and central Hindu Kush range and

the PamiF *alleys. My personal observation includes two animals seen in

Mogor Qarn Jelga Valley near Zor Kol Lake 'in the Big Pamir sector (1974)

and Qazidch in the Wakhan Corridor. Petogz (1974 pers. comm.) saw one

animal Grossing the road near the town of Khundud in the Wakhan Corridor

in 1973. ' The snow 1eopard‘had also been observed near Qole Chagmaktin,

Teger Qoronm and Berget Aya valleys of the Small Pamir (Naumann, Nogge, 1973).

Local people feport'it occurs near the snowline in Laghman and Nuristan..

In the southernrpart of Badakhshan the snow leopard is reportcd from the

tundra zone of Zebak (Ashor Beg, 1976, pers. comm.)}. In central parts of

Afghanistan it is found in the Ajar Valley Reserve {Abdul Haq, 1975,

pers. COomm. ). ' -
Qutside Afghanistan it is distributed in the Karakoram range and the

Himalayan_ohain from Keshmir to Bhutan. In the Soviet Union the snow leopard

is encountered in the mountains of Tajakistan and Soviet Pamirs. ..

Habitats: 3000 < 5000 m. Alpine valleys and meadows, coniferous férésfs,-r'

tree and secrub zonec.

Status: Endangered. Nﬁmﬁérs déclining iﬁe'to‘highiﬁalﬁé in fur business.’ It
is 8till stalked despite a hunting ban. It is estimated that about 50-80
animals are shot annually for export (Rodéhbﬁrg,_lQT?). Most of the furs aro

exported to Buropean or North American markets.




Panthera pardus

(Linnaeus, 1758)

Leopard

Local names}

Pashto: prang
Dari: palang

Distribution: Distributed in all of the majc: mcuntain ranges, the 1eopard
inhabite the Hindu Kush, Kohe Bazba, Kohe Paghunan ranges of the central
highlands, the Vakhan gerridor and Darkad perinsula of Badakhshan. Despite
habitat destruction it has still maintained a2 foothold in the Khost PFereng

and Salang mountains in northern Baghlan province (Sultani 1975. pers. comm.).
4 specimen shot by Kullman was taken from the Lataband pazc between Kabul and
Sarobi. Other records from eastern sections of the country are from the Legar
Valley, Dare Pech in Kunar and along the border zone near Torkham (Kullmann
1965). During a field trip to the Ajar Valley in October 1676 a hunting party
encountered a leopard in the Surkhab bowl while looking for ibex. The animal

howevery; escaped unharmed.

Hebitats: 1500 - 4000 m. Rugged mountains, coniferous forests, plains,

semi-deserts and hilly steppes.

Status: Fndangered. A good market for furs has decrcased numbers in most of
their for=er habitate.. Encountercd rarcly in corc of the nott reasoter anl rug ol
mentane regions. Considered a notorious killer of domestic animals leopards

are chased by hunting parties when they cause considerable damage to livestock.

Rodenburg (1977) estimates about 80 -~ 100 enimals are taken annually to supply

the burgeoning fur market.
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Felis chaus

(Culdenstaedt, 1776)
Jungle Cat
Local name:=:

Daris smuncha

Distribution: The jungle cat has established itself in the stcppes.along
river drainages. Scully (1887) descfibes seeingiit ngar Maimanaj The -
Street Expedition (1965? reportsﬁshddting sbecimens,iﬁ the Hari Rud basin
near Herat and the Helmand ;ivgf drainage. Moreover;‘thej were pnesenfed
with a live kitten captured in Kaﬁdahar. Niethammer (1966) reports. it fron
Néngrahar provinde in easterﬁ:Afgﬁénistan, and Kandahar. In 1972 a
specimen caught at the governor's.compound in Meterlam, Laghmain province,

was presented to the Kebul Zoo (Naumamn, 1973).

Habitats: 400 -~ 1000 m. Semi-deserts, open plains, watercourses, reed

beds apnd cultivations,

Status: WVulnerable. MNumbers abundant, however hunting pressure at pres%nt

rate could decimate the population seriously if strong measures are not taken.

Its furs are the most numerous in Kabul fur market of all the felid species
(Rodenburg, 1977)-
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Caracal caracal
(Schreber, 1776)
Caracal
Local names
Dari: psk garh gqol

Distribution: Few records of caracal are known from Afghinistan. Nogée (1972)
reports a sbecimen collécted from Sare Pul of Jozjanrprov:nce and a pelt from
the Herat bazaar. Although rare, it occurs in the nbitherlistebpeé;‘_Céilections
of caracal in the Hari Rud, Murghab and Amu Darya basins in Soviet Turkesfan
verify their occurrence in northern Afghanistan. To the west it is found along

the Iran-Turkemania border zone and southwardes in Baluchistan and Sind.

Hebitats: 500 - 1000 m. Lives esentially in semi-deserts, hilly-steppes and

dry mcuntainous terrain.

Status: Vulnerable. The caracal has been reduced in its former range in
northern Afghanistan. Hunting pressure accompanied by advances in agrioultﬁre

which have resulted in destruction of hebitat are considered rain causes of

decline.
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Lynx l*m;-:

(Linnaeus, 1758)
Lynx
Local names:

Dari: syah Jos

Distribution: An inhabitant of montane biotopes the lynx is found in the
Hindu Kush rangze. In Wakhan it has been observed near Sarhad and the Big
. and Small Pamirs. It also penetrates the Zelak velleys (4shor Beg, 1975,
Lpers. comm.) with its range extending southwzrd towards the forested
~regions of upper Nuristan. Specimens procured by the Kabul Zoolartl )
reported to have come from the Ghorband Valley and the Shibar Pass (Haumann,
Nogze 1973).
Outside Afghanistan it is distributed in the Soviet Pamirs, the Kopet
Dag mountains of Pyurkemania  and the frilgit and Kashmir valleye in the

upper Indus valley.

Habitats: 1500 - 4500 m. Adapted to a variety of habitats such as rugeged

mountains, alpine meadows, forests and pistachio scrub.

Status: Vulnerable. Numbers have been depleted in former hatitats because of
continued stalking by hunters. An estimated 200 - 250 ekins are anually
produced for the fur market (Rodenburg,1977).




Prionailurus beagalensis

(Kerr, 1972)
Leopard Cat
Local names:

Dari: psk jangley

Distribution: Found in the forested regions of eastern Afghanistan.
specimens brought to the Kgbul‘Zoo ar. reported to have comc from Jelalkot
in the Kunar Valley, thé'Wa&gﬁl Forects of Dare_Pech and Morgal in the
lower Kunar Valley. Nauﬁdnnl(l973, pers. comx.) has occasionally seen
the leopard cat in‘bare'Nur, northwest of Jaialabad?_

Outsidc Afghanistan its range exteﬁds irto the forested regions of

Chitral and Kashmir, Baluchistan and the Himzalayas.

Habitats: 1000 - 3000 m. Inhabits forests and jungles in hilly and

mountainous regions

Status: Vulnerablc. Occasionally encountercd in its rangej hunting

probably has declined numbers.
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Tclis lybico : Cmee T

(Forster, 1780)

Desert Cat
Local names:

Doris psk dsty

Distribution: This cet ic found in different vari tice cnd colors in the
central-Hagarajat mountains (Hutton, 1045, in Hageinger, 19733 Eﬁdx¥hc
cteppe region. The Street Ixpedition (1965) collections include two
desert cats from the Shibar Pass and the stony steppes near Herat.
Grisler &t aln(1968) reports taking a specimen from Bamiyan. A record
from the eastern scotion of the country includes m specimen on display at
the Kabul yoo museum taken from Waysul Valley of Nuristan.

It has a widespread distribution in Asia and is found from Punjab

and Sind’into the Ganges Valley, Baluchistan and southern Iran. Forthwards

1t occurs in Soviel pupkereniz and Kazakheton.

Habitats: 500 - 2000 me Steppes, clay velleys and sandy plaine.

Status: Vulnerable. Rodenburg (1977) estimates seeing over 1200 pelts in
Kabul bazaars marufactured into different articles. A4Although common, it

ig hunted at large.



FFelic manul

(Pallas, 1779)
Pallas's Cat
Local names:

Dari: ‘ psk kﬁhgy

Distribution: J[r inhabitant of alpine and sub-alpine val.gys of mountainous
regions. Skins brought to Kabul fur market mainiy come f*ém_the Salang
Pzss and Panjsher Valley of the central Hindu Kush range. In northern
Badakhshan it occurs in the Wakhan Corrider and the Zebak valleys (4shor
Beg,'1976, DETS o 60mm,); ‘ " _ _

Qutside Afghﬂnistah it‘ié'found in Turkestan and Kezakhstan, Gorgan

in Iran-and eastern Ladakh in India.

Habitats: 1500 - 3500.mp Rocky end treelesc dry stony plateaus. f4lso lives

in the steppes and deserts.

Status: Vulnerable. Formerly common in montane habitats bur hunting and

trapping has caused its retreat to isolated valleye ﬁhere it =t2ll occuré

in suitable numbers.
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Acinonyx jubatus venaticus

(Schreber, 1776)

Chcetah

Local names:

Pashto: tz2y. prang

Daris t3zy palng

Distributiony The chestah is now'extincf in Afshanistan but once gocurre?
in thc Helmand, faral, Heri Rud and Murghad bacins (Aitchison, 1389).
Ognev {193%) (in Hascinger 1973), liete'cheetehs from three drainages which '
have their sources in northern Afghanistan," Ir 1922 he reports seeing three
animals in the Murghalb basin. Other cheetah recérds are a skin photogrephed
in the Herat bazaar by Nogze in 1971 and a pelt purchascd by Paludan.in 1948
at Farah but their origin is unknown.

The cheetah population in Iran is building up where it is reported o
occur in the Mohemmad Reza Shah and Bamou national parks and the Parver

protected region. In the Soviet Union the range of cheetal is limited to
Tﬁrkebailaa

Habitats: 500 - 1000 m. Inhabits deserts, semiwdesérts and open dry areas.
Status: Extinct. Depletion of prey, the building of ncw roads in its

habitat are main causes of decline in cheetah populatien. HNo sightings

have been reperted during the past twe decades.



